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Guest Editorial
During my ten years of pastoral ministry, I have struggled alongside 
the members of the congregations I have served as we have sought to 
apply Paul’s description to the Corinthians of his work as a missionary 
(1 Cor 9:19-23) to our work as missionaries in the Western culture. One 
leader described this struggle by saying, “I don’t even want to think about 
what Paul said when he told me to become all things to all people. It scares 
me.” This indicates the great difficulty of many in the church who find it 
easier to profess Christ in word rather than in action. Our challenge today 
is that the church’s word and action can no longer be separated in the 
Western culture. Paul’s description of his missionary work is in harmony 
with Scripture and describes true Christian living.
It is to this idea of the church’s understanding and practice of true 
Christian living that this issue of JAMS is dedicated. Missional Church 
thought brings radical pragmatism and spiritual depth together. It is the 
church’s journey from doing the Christian life to becoming the Body of 
Christ. Becoming opens our eyes to have compassion for the lost and 
builds a spiritual safeguard in ministry. We do not become to participate 
in the ways of the world, we become to incarnate the gospel of Jesus Christ 
into the culture of the people that we live with.
The articles in this issue attempt to argue for a missional approach 
within the Seventh-day Adventist context and Western culture. They pro-
vide historical evidence of missional thought in the early history of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, suggest a foundation of missonal life as 
evidenced from mission outside of the Western Culture and Scripture, 
and present a call for churches and church leaders to follow the example 
of Jesus in being sent to the world as he was sent from the Father (John 
20:21). Finally these articles present examples from pastors who attempt-
ing the practice of missional thought.
My hope is that as you read you will be led to consider Western cul-
tures as a mission fields ripe for harvest. May God open our eyes to see.
Michael R. Cauley
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